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Number of contact hours per week: 2

Course description:

The objective of the course is to enable students to study their chosen field of research with the
guidance of a tutor and also on their own, and to process the information obtained using appropriate
scientific methods. The course also aims at improving students’ ability to screen for core
information, to adopt the latest methods of literature search, and to include the information in a
scientific paper using appropriate academic English language.

During the course students can get an insight into the characteristic features of Scientific English
language, proper punctuation and spelling rules, specific terms and phrases used in scientific
writing, academic sentence style and paragraph building. They will rewiew the structure of a thesis
and the logical links between each part, as well as the linguistic devices used to improve coherence
and cohesion, and accuracy and clarity. The course will also focus on the rules for using charts and
tables in scientific papers, integrating source information and citing sources.

Course content (covered topics):

General structure of the thesis, thesis types

Scientific English style: objectivity, formality, complexity, explicitness, hedging, responsibility, and
precision

The Abstract

The Introduction. Formulating hypotheses and research questions.

Citation rules, in-text and end-text referencing.

The Methods

The Results. Tables, charts and other types of illustration.

The Discussion.

Other parts of the thesis: Acknowledgements, Appendix, Questionnaires, Conflict of interest,
Declaration of ethics.

Presenting the thesis. How to make oral presentations?
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