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ETHICS IN MEDICINE  
 

TOPIC LIST – AOK-KUA181 
 

1. BASIC MORAL CONCEPTS: morals, morality, ethics, moral norm, obligation, responsibility. (L&S plus 

internet) 

2. BASIC ETHICAL THEORIES: consequentialism; deontology; Natural Law Ethics and Moral Theology; 

Kant’s Ethics; Utilitarianism, Principlism. (L&S, TB, WMAEM) 

3. BASIC PRINCIPLES OF BIOETHICS: Principle of Autonomy, Principle of Nonmaleficence, Principle of 

Beneficence (Charity), Principle of (Distributive) Justice. (L&S, TB, WMAEM) 

4. CLINICAL RELATIONSHIPS: Working in teams; advocacy; special cases in the clinical relationships; 

privacy and ownership of genetic information. (TB) 

5. RIGHTS OF PATIENTS: Informed consent; confidentiality. (L&S, TB, WMAEM) 

6. ACCOUNTABILITY: What is professional negligence? (TB 76-77) What are medical records good for? (TB 

86-89) 

7. THE END OF LIFE: Euthanasia, palliative care, organ donation, transplantation, xenotransplantation. 

(L&S, TB, WMAEM) 

8. THE VALUE OF LIFE: How do we place value on life? What kind of problems are we facing in connection 

with the quality, quantity and sanctity criteria? (TB) 

9. MEDICAL RESEARCH: Medical research in general. (L&S, WMAEM) Four phases of medical research. 

(TB 127, 193; WMAEM) 

10. HUMAN REPRODUCTION AND NEW REPRODUCTIVE TECHNOLOGIES: Abortion, childbirth, infertility, 

screening and genetics, surrogacy. (L&S, TB, WMAEM) 

11. RATIONING AND RATIONALITY: Distributive justice (TB 167-174), some elements of a just healthcare 

system (TB 175-176). (Plus L&S, WMAEM.) 

12. ETHICAL CODES: The Hippocratic Oath (L&S,TB); The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (TB); 

Patients Care (TB); The Nuremberg Code (L&S, TB); The Declaration of Helsinki (TB, WMAEM), The 

Declaration of Geneva (WMAEM). 

 
STUDY MATERIALS 

 

 LECTURES AND SEMINARS (abr.: L&S) 

 TEXT BOOK: Lisa Schwartz, Paul E. Preece, Robert A. Hendry: Medical Ethics – A Case-Based Approach (TB) 

 WMA Ethics Manual (http://www.wma.net/e/ethicsunit/resources.htm (WMAEM) 
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